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Testimony for HB 263, relative to relative to department of health and human services 
family reunification practices involving convicted sex offenders. 

 

March 5, 2018  

 

Dear Chairman Long and Legislators of the Children and Family Law Committee: 

Fostering Change: Alliance for NH Foster Parents now has over 680 followers. Since our 
inception in September, 2017 we have been making a difference in the lives of foster children 
and foster parents and caregivers throughout the state of New Hampshire. Individuals dedicated 
to improving our child welfare system have come together to help support those involved in child 
abuse and neglect cases and to establish an organization aimed at coalition building, advocacy, 
education and reform. Thanks to our efforts the first law in NH for foster parents was passed by 
Governor Sununu on June 25, 2018. In addition to supporting one another we mobilize 
churches, schools, pediatric primary care providers and mental health professionals to work 
together to meet the needs of at-risk children and families, and those affected by the substance-
abuse crisis throughout New Hampshire. 

Last spring the state agreed to pay $6.75 million to settle a suit brought by the grandparents of 
two young girls who were sexually abused by their parents while under the supervision of New 
Hampshire’s Division for Children, Youth and Families (DCYF).The Concord Monitor reported 
that this lawsuit alleged DCYF and two nonprofits – Easterseals New Hampshire and CASA-NH 
– failed to protect the two girls from “horrific” sexual abuse by their biological parents in 2013 
despite repeated warning signs.https://www.concordmonitor.com/State-settles-DCYF-case-for-
$6-75-million-17274580. 

You may think that this despicable tragedy is an anomaly, but I assure you that it is not. Today 
we once again ask you to put the safety and well-being at the forefront of our laws intended to 
protect children. Attached you will find two testimonies that were sent to us anonymously 
through our website: https://www.fosteringchangenh.org/share. I attest that these two 
testimonies came through our website via secured email and were not altered in anyway. 

As you will see, we need the help of our legislators to make drastic changes in our child welfare 
system. Foster care is meant to be temporary and the Alliance whole-heartedly supports 
reunification when children can return to a safe, drug-free and healthy environment. The 
ultimate goal of our organization is not to prevent reunification, it is to promote safe, child and 
family-centered care in New Hampshire as we support one another and work with other 
community and faith-based organizations to build resiliency and develop and implement 
strategies for a transformed child welfare system: value centered family preservation. 
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Please pass HB 263. This is essential as one of the building blocks for transforming our 
antiquated child welfare system in New Hampshire. The children of our state deserve more from 
the adults entrusted to keep them safe. Thank you. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cindy Clark, MSW, CCLS 
Founder: Fostering Change: Alliance for NH Foster Parents 
Email: fosterchangenh@gmail.com  
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